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The LWV is a nonpartisan organization that encourages the informed and active participation o f citizens in government and influences pubiic policy
through education and advocacy. Membership in the League is open to women and men o f voting age. Annual dues, not tax deductible, are $45
individual, $60 fo r two in one household and $24 fo r students. To Join, send your check to: Ann Spear, Treasurer, 706 Ridgewood Road, Huntington,
WV 25701. Check is to be made out to the League o f Women Voters of the Huntington Area.

AGRICULTURE UPDATE STUDY/CONSENSUS

On February 22,10 am League members are invited to meet
at the West Huntington Library to discuss and come to
agreement on Agriculture issues. Light refreshments will be
served.
The study was prepared by a LWVUS committee and will
focus narrowly on: 1) current technology issues in agriculture
including genetically modified organisms (GMOs), herbicides,
pesticides, agriculture water pollution, aquifer depletion,
antibiotics in livestock, and accurate food labeling; and 2)
current agriculture finance issues including consolidation in
agriculture industries, crop subsidies and the federal
agricultural regulatory process.
Some of these issues sound esoteric, but all of them impact
us in our everyday lives - we all eat; we want to know what
we are eating; we all want a clean environment; and we all
pay taxes. Those taxes support regulation of agriculture,
research and education, and financial support for farmers.
The online background materials are voluminous but
interesting. If you would like to read some of them before the
meeting, you may contact Helen Gibbins,
gibbins@frontier.com, and she will send you the web
address.
We thank Nyoka Chapman and Laura Deveny for their hard
work in reviewing the study materials and boiling them down
to a manageable presentation at our meeting.
WHY STUDY/CONSENSUS?

The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan political
organization, encourages informed and active participation in
government, works to increase understanding of major public
policy issues, and influences public policy through education
and advocacy. Our opinions are formed after research, study,
and consensus at the grassroots level. The LWV Huntington is
providing the opportunity for all of us to take part in
developing a new LWVUS position on Agriculture.
AGRICULTURE IN WEST VIRGINIA

According to the WV Department of Agriculture West
Virginians spend $7.1 billion annually on food products, yet
WV only produces somewhere in the neighborhood of $600
million. Although agriculture does not provide a substantial

part of West Virginia's economy, it does provide an income
for many farmers, mostly-as a second income.
The major agency that works with farmers is the West
Virginia Department of Agriculture (WVDA). It provides
services to farmers, but also has roles in regulating food
safety, protecting plant and animal health, and preventing
pollution. It works in cooperation with the US Department of
Agriculture.
The WVDA and the WV Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP) work with farmers to help them control their
runoff pollution by educating them about Best Management
Practices (BMPs). Although In general installing BMPs is ...
voluntary, more recently it has been necessary for WV to
work with the other states in the Chesapeake Bay watershed
and the US EPA to reduce the runoff pollution that ends up in
the Bay. Over the years'runoff pollution caused "dead zones"
in the Bay. The solution was to establish Total Maximum Daily
Loads (TMDLs) to control nitrogen, phosphorus, and sediment
pollution with the aim of fully restoring the Bay and its tidal
rivers. To achieve the TMDLs the Bay partners have agreed to
Watershed Implementation Plans (WIPs) that will necessitate
controls, practices and actions in place by 2017 to achieve at
least 60% of the reductions from 2009.
WV also regulates pollution from Concentrated Animal
Feeding Operations, but the program is in limbo because of a
recent court ruling.
In addition to graduating students in many majors of
agriculture the WVU Davis College of Agriculture, Natural
Resources and Design also carries out research. The WVU's
Extension Service offers educational"programs and research
in the areas of community development, agriculture and
family and consumer sciences to people and communities
through its county extension agents.
The Appalachian Regional Commission also is a supporter of
WV farmers through its partnership with the Sustainable
Agriculture Research and Education (SARE) and National
Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA). Grants are available
for sustainable agriculture and community development.LWVUS 1988 POSITION ON AGRICULTURE

The LWVUS believes that federal agriculture policies should
promote adequate supplies of food and fiber at reasonable

prices to consumers, farms that are economically viable, farm
practices that are environmentally sound and increased
reliance on the free market to determine prices. More
information is available on the LWVUS website.
CALENDAR

Feb. 17 - WV Environmental Council's E-Day at the CapTfor
Feb. 22.10 am. West Huntington Library. Study/Consensus on
Agriculture Update
March 17,6:30 pm. Annual meeting and WV's Source Water
Assessment program for drinking water.
CONDOLENCES

Elinore Taylor - a once-in-a-lifetime friend and activist. She
kept us on our toes with her reminders of the need to fight
injustice, support the disadvantaged, and protect the
environment. She will be missed.
And we send our condolences to Janet Altizer, whose
husband died recentlyr~
“
“
GUIDE TO THE LEGISLATURE

16th Delegate District - Cabell and part of Lincoln
Kevin Craig (D)); Capitol - 304-340-3116;
kjcraigwv@aol.com.
Carol Miller - (R) Capitol - 304-340-3176;
carol.miller@wvhouse.gov
Jim Morgan (D) Capitol - 304 - 340-3192;
delegatejim@aol.com
17th Delegate District - Cabell and part of Wayne
Doug Reynolds (D) Capitol - 304 - 340-3280;
delegatedoug@yahoo.com
Stephens, Dale (D) Capitol 304-340-3395;
delegatestephens@comcast.net
18th Delegate District-Cabell
Kelli Sobonya (R) Capitol - 304-340-3175;
kelli.sobonya@wvhouse.gov
19th Delegate District - Wayne
Tim Kinsey (D) Capitol - 304-340-3155;
timothy.Kinsey@wwhouse.gov
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Don Perdue (D) Capitol - 304-340-3337;
don.perdue@wvhouse.gov
LWVWV 2014 LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES

•
The LWVWV supports the concept of a future fund for
West Virginia
— *
The LWVWV supports an upgrade of the
fracking/horizontal drilling law to protect those who live near
the drilling sites and the environment.
•
The LWVWV supports measurerthat improve children's
lives by assuring access to heaith care, pre-school education,
and community resources that increase their chances for
early school success.
In keeping with its goal of encouraging active and informed
participation by citizens in their government, the League wiil
continue to monitor election laws and oppose restrictive
voter ID measures. The League also support a permanent
funding source for the Supreme Court of Appeals Publiq,
' ~ Campa1gn~Finaricing Program. ~
— - .
Our members will be following the Legisiature on these and
other issues during the 2014 session such as measures to
protect our drinking water sources and energy efficiency.
MEMBERSHIP IN THE LEAGUE

The Huntington League continues to welcome new
members at half-price membership dues - one member, $23;
two members in a household, $30; full time student, $13.
Dues may be paid to our treasurer, Ann Speer. Mail the check
to the League of Women Voters of the Huntington Area, 706
Ridgewood Rd., Huntington, WV 25701.
Invite your friends to a meeting or sign them up to receive
our bulletin by email.
VOTER REGISTRATION VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

The League plans to register peopie to vote at a number of
venues this spring. Piease contact Helen GIbbins,
gibbins@frontier.com, if you would like to help with this
project. We also entertain ideas for Getting Out the Vote
(GOTV).
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